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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1 . Claims 1 -7, 10-11,1 5-20, 22, and 24-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as 
being anticipated by Griesau et al. (US 6,507,306). 

Regarding claim 1 , Griesau discloses a universal remote control unit for remotely 
controlling a plurality of remotely controllable devices each belonging to a respective 
device category, the universal remote control unit comprising (via universal remote 
control unit for controlling the operation of a plurality of devices, See the Abstract): 

a plurality of lights corresponding to each device category (via each of the 
plurality of mode push buttons may be having, for example, a backlit light-emitting 
diode. See Col. 3, lines 49-51); 

means for sequentially turning on each of the lights (via input means 12 
comprising push button 40 and mode push buttons 50 for initiating and selecting a 
mode change sequentially as desired. See Col. 3, lines 38-45 and Col. 4, lines 49-62; 
and Figures 1 and 2); 
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a processor having a programming mode for programming the processor to 
control a particular device (via processor 60 may be programmed to allow TV push 
button 54 to be programmed, See Col. 5, lines 46-59); 

means for placing the processor in the programming mode when the light 
associated with the device category of the particular device it is desired to program is lit 
(via TV push button 54 and OK/SEL push button 45 are pressed at the same time and 
held down until TV push button 54 illuminates indicating that processor 60 is ready to be 
programmed. See Col. 5, lines 46-59); and 

means for programming the processor to operate the particular device when the 
processor is in the programming mode (via push buttons in keyboard 30 to enter the 
desired program commands. See Col. 5, lines 52-59). 

Regarding claim 3, Griesau discloses a universal remote control unit for remotely 
controlling a plurality of remotely controllable devices each belonging to a respective 
device category, the universal remote control unit comprising (See the Abstract): 

an input unit for enabling a user to select a plurality of functions in connection 
with the operation of the plurality of devices (via input means 12 on remote control unit 
10, Fig. 1 and 2); a plurality of lights corresponding to each device category (via each of 
the plurality of mode push buttons may be having, for example, a backlit light-emitting 
diode, See Col. 3, lines 49-51 ); means for sequentially turning on each of the lights (via 
input means 12 comprising push button 40 and mode push buttons 50 for initiating and 
selecting a mode change sequentially as desired. See Col. 3, lines 38-45 and Col. 4, 
lines 49-62; and Figures 1 and 2); a transmitter (via transmitter 80, Fig. 2); a processor 
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having a plurality of operating modes each of which corresponds to a different one of 
the plurality of devices (via processor 60 to operate different electronic devices, See fig. 
2 and Abstract), the processor being operable in each of the plurality of operating 
modes to control transmission from the transmitter in response to activation of the 
function means by the user (Col. 1 , lines 18-26); the processor further having a 
programming mode for programming the operating modes of the processor (via 
processor 60 may be programmed to allow TV push button 54 to be programmed, See 
Col. 5, lines 46-59); means for placing the processor in the programming mode when 
the light associated with the device category of a particular device it is desired to 
program is lit (via TV push button 54 and OK/SEL push button 45 are pressed at the 
same time and held down until TV push button 54 illuminates indicating that processor 
60 is ready to be programmed. See Col. 5, lines 46-59); and means for programming 
the processor to operate the particular device when the processor is in the programming 
mode (via push buttons in keyboard 30 to enter the desired program commands, See 
Col. 5, lines 52-59). 

Regarding claim 4, Griesau discloses a universal remote control unit for remotely 
controlling a plurality of remotely controllable devices each belonging to a respective 
device category, the universal remote control unit comprising (See the Abstract): an 
input unit for enabling a user to select a plurality of functions in connection with the 
operation of the plurality of devices (via input means 12 on remote control unit 10, Fig. 1 
and 2); a plurality of lights corresponding to each device category (via each of the 
plurality of mode push buttons may be having, for example, a backlit light-emitting 
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diode, See Col. 3, lines 49-51); means for sequentially turning on each of the lights (via 
input means 12 comprising push button 40 and mode push buttons 50 for initiating and 
selecting a mode change sequentially as desired, See Col. 3, lines 38-45 and Col. 4, 
lines 49-62; and Figures 1 and 2); a transmitter (via transmitter 80, Fig. 2); a processor 
having a plurality of operating modes each of which corresponds to a different one of 
the plurality of devices (via processor 60 to operate different electronic devices, See fig. 
2 and Abstract), the processor being operable in each of the plurality of operating 
modes to control transmission from the transmitter in response to activation of the 
function means by the user (Col. 1, lines 18-26); the processor further having a 
programming mode for programming the operating modes of the processor (via 
processor 60 may be programmed to allow TV push button 54 to be programmed. See 
Col. 5, lines 46-59); means for placing the processor in the programming mode when 
the light associated with the device category of a particular device it is desired to 
program is lit (via TV push button 54 and OK/SEL push button 45 are pressed at the 
same time and held down until TV push button 54 illuminates indicating that processor 
60 is ready to be programmed. See Col. 5, lines 46-59); means for programming the 
processor to operate the particular device when the processor is in the programming 
mode (via push buttons in keyboard 30 to enter the desired program commands, See 
Col. 5, lines 52-59); and the processor being operable in a selected one of the plurality 
of operating modes upon receiving an input from the input units (via an input comprising 
pressing DEVICE pushbutton 40 and pressing mode push button. See col. 4, lines 49- 
58). 
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Regarding claim 5, Griesau discloses a universal remote control unit for remotely 
controlling a plurality of remotely controllable devices each belonging to a respective 
device category, the universal remote control unit comprising (See the Abstract): a 
plurality of lights corresponding to each device category (via each of the plurality of 
mode push buttons may be having, for example, a backlit light-emitting diode. See Col. 
3, lines 49-51); means for sequentially turning on each of the lights (via input means 12 
comprising push button 40 and mode push buttons 50 for initiating and selecting a 
mode change sequentially as desired, See Col. 3, lines 38-45 and Col. 4, lines 49-62; 
and Figures 1 and 2); a transmitter (via transmitter 80, Fig. 2); a processor having a 
plurality of operating modes each of which corresponds to a different one of the plurality 
of devices (via processor 60 to operate different electronic devices, See fig. 2 and 
Abstract), the processor being operable in each of the plurality of operating modes to 
control transmission from the transmitter in response to activation of the function means 
by the user (Col. 1 , lines 18-26); the processor further having a programming mode for 
programming the operating modes of the processor (via processor 60 may be 
programmed to allow TV push button 54 to be programmed. See Col. 5, lines 46-59), a 
keyboard having a plurality of buttons (via input means 12 comprising push buttons, 
See Fig. 1 and 2), at least one of the buttons upon actuation placing the processor in 
the programming mode when the light associated with the device category of a 
particular device it is desired to program is lit (via TV push button 54 and OK/SEL push 
button 45 are pressed at the same time and held down until TV push button 54 
illuminates indicating that processor 60 is ready to be programmed. See Col. 5, lines 
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46-59); and at least one of the buttons upon actuation programnning tlie processor to 
operate tlie particular device when the processor is in the programming mode (via push 
buttons in keyboard 30 to enter the desired program commands, See Col. 5, lines 52- 
59); and the processor being operable in a selected one of the plurality of operating 
modes upon actuation of at least one of the buttons (via an input comprising pressing 
DEVICE pushbutton 40 and pressing mode push button. See col. 4, lines 49-58). 

Regarding claim 6, Griesau discloses a system comprising (via devices 20, fig. 
1): a remotely controllable device (via cable box 22); and a universal remote control unit 
of any one of claims 1 - 5 for remote control of the device (via universal remote control 
unit 10, Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 7, Griesau discloses a method of enabling a universal remote 
control to remotely controlling a plurality of remotely controllable devices each belonging 
to a respective device category (via the use of universal remote control unit for 
controlling the operation of a plurality of devices. See the Abstract), the universal 
remote control unit having a plurality of lights corresponding to each device category 
(via each of the plurality of mode push buttons may be having, for example, a backlit 
light-emitting diode, See Col. 3, lines 49-51) and a processor having a programming 
mode for programming the processor to control a particular device (via processor 60 
may be programmed to allow TV push button 54 to be programmed. See Col. 5, lines 
46-59); which method comprises: sequentially turning on each of the lights (via input 
means 12 comprising push button 40 and mode push buttons 50 for initiating and 
selecting a mode change sequentially as desired. See Col. 3, lines 38-45 and Col. 4, 
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lines 49-62; and Figures 1 and 2); placing the processor in the programming mode 
when the light associated With the device category of the particular device it is desired 
to program is lit (via TV push button 54 and OK/SEL push button 45 are pressed at the 
same time and held down until TV push button 54 illuminates indicating that processor 
60 is ready to be programmed, See Col. 5, lines 46-59); and programming the 
processor to operate the particular device when the processor is in the programming 
mode (via push buttons in keyboard 30 to enter the desired program commands, See 
Col. 5, lines 52-59). 

Regarding claim 10, Griesau discloses the universal remote control includes a 
plurality of buttons (via pushbuttons included in the input means 12, Fig. 1-2) and the 
step of sequentially turning on the lights includes actuating at least one of the buttons 
(via input means 12 comprising push button 40 and mode push buttons 50 for initiating 
and selecting a mode change sequentially as desired. See Col. 3, lines 38-45 and Col. 
4, lines 49-62; and Figures 1 and 2). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Griesau discloses the universal remote control includes a 
plurality of buttons (via pushbuttons included in the input means 12, Fig. 1-2) and the 
step of programming the processor includes actuating at least one of the buttons (via 
processor 60 may be programmed to allow TV push button 54 to be programmed, 
commands may be entered through the pushbuttons for the programming. See Col. 5, 
lines 46-47). 

Regarding claim 15, Griesau discloses a universal remote control unit for 
remotely controlling a plurality of remotely controllable devices each belonging to a 
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respective device category (See tine Abstract), the universal remote control unit 
comprising: a plurality of lights corresponding to each device category (via each of the 
plurality of mode push buttons may be having, for example, a backlit light-emitting 
diode. See Col. 3, lines 49-51); a keyboard having a plurality of buttons for providing 
respective keyboard output signals upon user activation of respective ones of the 
buttons (via input means 12 comprising pushbuttons. See Fig. 1-2), the plurality of 
buttons including a first group of functional buttons (via mode buttons 52, 54, 56, and 
58, See fig. 1) and a second group of digit buttons (via pushbuttons 36, Fig. 1); means 
for sequentially turning on each of the light in response to actuation of at least one of 
the functional buttons (via input means 12 comprising push button 40 and mode push 
buttons 50 for initiating and selecting a mode change sequentially as desired. See Col. 
3, lines 38-45 and Col. 4, lines 49-62; and Figures 1 and 2); a processor having a 
programming mode for programming the processor to control a particular device (via 
processor 60 may be programmed to allow TV push button 54 to be programmed, See 
Col. 5, lines 46-59); means responsive to actuation of at least one of the functional 
buttons when the light associated with the device category of the particular device it is 
desired to program is lit for placing the processor in the programming mode (via TV 
push button 54 and OK/SEL push button 45 are pressed at the same time and held 
down until TV push button 54 illuminates indicating that processor 60 is ready to be 
programmed. See Col. 5, lines 46-59); and means responsive to actuation of at least 
one of the functional or digit buttons when the processor is in the programming mode for 
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programming the processor to operate the particular device (via push buttons in 
keyboard 30 to enter the desired program commands, See Col. 5, lines 52-59). 

Regarding claim 16, Griesau discloses a universal remote control unit for 
remotely controlling a plurality of remotely controllable devices each belonging to a 
respective device category (See the Abstract), the universal remote control unit 
comprising: a plurality of lights corresponding to each device category (via each of the 
plurality of mode push buttons may be having, for example, a backlit light-emitting 
diode. See Col. 3, lines 49-51); a keyboard having a plurality of buttons for providing 
respective keyboard output signals upon user activation of respective ones of the 
buttons (via input means 12 comprising pushbuttons. See Fig. 1-2), the plurality of 
buttons including a first group of functional buttons (via mode buttons 52, 54, 56, and 
58, See fig. 1) and a second group of digit buttons (via pushbuttons 36, Fig. 1); means 
for sequentially turning on each of the light in response to actuation of at least one of 
the functional buttons (via input means 12 comprising push button 40 and mode push 
buttons 50 for initiating and selecting a mode change sequentially as desired. See Col. 
3, lines 38-45 and Col. 4, lines 49-62; and Figures 1 and 2); a processor having a 
programming mode for programming the processor to control a particular device (via 
processor 60 may be programmed to allow TV push button 54 to be programmed, See 
Col. 5, lines 46-59); means responsive to actuation of at least one of the functional 
buttons when the light associated with the device category of the particular device it is 
desired to program is lit for placing the processor in the programming mode (via TV 
push button 54 and OK/SEL push button 45 are pressed at the same time and held 
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down until TV pusli button 54 illuminates indicating that processor 60 is ready to be 
programmed, See Col. 5, lines 46-59); and means responsive to actuation of at least 
one of the functional or digit buttons when the processor is in the programming mode for 
programming the processor to operate the particular device (via push buttons in 
keyboard 30 to enter the desired program commands, See Col. 5, lines 52-59); and a 
transmitter operative under control of the processor data to transmit device control 
signals towards the selected one of the plurality of devices in the specific one of the 
different categories of devices as determined by the actuation of at least one of the 
functional or digit buttons (via transmitter 80, fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 17, Griesau discloses a universal remote control unit for 
remotely controlling a plurality of remotely controllable devices each belonging to a 
respective device category (See the Abstract), the universal remote control unit 
comprising: a plurality of lights corresponding to each device category (via each of the 
plurality of mode push buttons may be having, for example, a backlit light-emitting 
diode. See Col. 3, lines 49-51); a keyboard having a plurality of buttons for providing 
respective keyboard output signals upon user activation of respective ones of the 
buttons (via input means 12 comprising pushbuttons, See Fig. 1-2), the plurality of 
buttons including a first group of functional buttons (via mode buttons 52, 54, 56, and 
58, See fig. 1 ) and a second group of digit buttons (via pushbuttons 36); means for 
sequentially turning on each of the light in response to actuation of at least one of the 
functional buttons (via input means 12 comprising push button 40 and mode push 
buttons 50 for initiating and selecting a mode change sequentially as desired. See Col. 
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3, lines 38-45 and Col. 4, lines 49-62; and Figures 1 and 2); a processor having a 
programming mode for programming the processor to control a particular device (via 
processor 60 may be programmed to allow TV push button 54 to be programmed, See 
Col. 5, lines 46-59); means responsive to actuation of at least one of the functional 
buttons when the light associated with the device category of the particular device it is 
desired to program is lit for placing the processor in the programming mode (via TV 
push button 54 and OK/SEL push button 45 are pressed at the same time and held 
down until TV push button 54 illuminates indicating that processor 60 is ready to be 
programmed, See Col. 5, lines 46-59); and means responsive to actuation of at least 
one of the functional when the processor is in the programming mode for programming 
the processor to operate the particular device (via push buttons in keyboard 30 to enter 
the desired program commands, See Col. 5, lines 52-59); and a transmitter operative 
under control of the processor data to transmit device control signals towards the 
selected one of the plurality of devices in the specific one of the different categories of 
devices as determined by the actuation of at least one of the functional or digit buttons 
(via transmitter 80, fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 18, Griesau discloses a universal remote control unit for 
remotely controlling a plurality of remotely controllable devices each belonging to a 
respective device category (See the Abstract), the universal remote control unit 
comprising: a plurality of lights corresponding to each device category (via each of the 
plurality of mode push buttons may be having, for example, a backlit light-emitting 
diode. See Col. 3, lines 49-51); a keyboard having a plurality of buttons for providing 
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respective l<eyboard output signals upon user activation of respective ones of tlie 
buttons (via input means 12 comprising pushbuttons, See Fig. 1-2), tlie plurality of 
buttons including a first group of functional buttons (via mode buttons 52, 54, 56, and 
58, See fig. 1) and a second group of digit buttons (via pushbuttons 36); means for 
sequentially turning on each of the light in response to actuation of at least one of the 
functional buttons (via input means 12 comprising push button 40 and mode push 
buttons 50 for initiating and selecting a mode change sequentially as desired. See Col. 
3, lines 38-45 and Col. 4, lines 49-62; and Figures 1 and 2); a processor having a 
programming mode for programming the processor to control a particular device (via 
processor 60 may be programmed to allow TV push button 54 to be programmed, See 
Col. 5, lines 46-59); means responsive to actuation of at least one of the functional 
buttons when the light associated with the device category of the particular device it is 
desired to program is lit for placing the processor in the programming mode (via TV 
push button 54 and OK/SEL push button 45 are pressed at the same time and held 
down until TV push button 54 illuminates indicating that processor 60 is ready to be 
programmed. See Col. 5, lines 46-59); and means responsive to actuation of at least 
one of the digit buttons when the processor is in the programming mode for 
programming the processor to operate the particular device (via push buttons in 
keyboard 30 to enter the desired program commands. See Col. 5, lines 52-59); and a 
transmitter operative under control of the processor data to transmit device control 
signals towards the selected one of the plurality of devices in the specific one of the 



Application/Control Number: 10/792,124 Page 14 

Art Unit: 2612 

different categories of devices as determined by the actuation of at least one of the 
functional or digit buttons (via transmitter 80, fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 19, Griesau discloses a method of enabling a universal remote 
control to remotely control a plurality of remotely controllable devices each belonging to 
a respective device category (via the use of universal remote control unit for controlling 
the operation of a plurality of devices. See the Abstract), the universal remote control 
unit having a plurality of lights corresponding to each device category (via each of the 
plurality of mode push buttons may be having, for example, a backlit light-emitting 
diode, See Col. 3, lines 49-51), a processor having a programming mode for 
programming the processor to control a particular device (via processor 60 may be 
programmed to allow TV push button 54 to be programmed. See Col. 5, lines 46-59), 
and a keyboard having a plurality of buttons for providing respective keyboard output 
signals upon user activation of respective ones of the buttons (via input means 12 
comprising pushbuttons. See Fig. 1-2), the plurality of buttons including a first group of 
functional buttons (via mode buttons 52, 54, 56, and 58, See fig. 1) and a second group 
of digit buttons (via pushbuttons 36); which method comprises: (a) user activation of at 
least one of the functional buttons to cause the lights to turn on in sequence (via input 
means 12 comprising push button 40 and mode push buttons 50 for initiating and 
selecting a mode change sequentially as desired. See Col. 3, lines 38-45 and Col. 4, 
lines 49-62; and Figures 1 and 2); (b) user activation of at least one of the functional 
buttons when the light associated with the device category of the particular device it is 
desired to program is lit for placing the processor in the programming mode (via TV 
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push button 54 and OK/SEL push button 45 are pressed at the same time and held 
down until TV push button 54 illuminates indicating that processor 60 is ready to be 
programmed, See Col. 5, lines 46-59); and (c) user actuation of at least one of the 
functional or digit buttons when the processor is in the programming mode for 
programming the processor to operate the particular device (via push buttons in 
keyboard 30 to enter the desired program commands. See Col. 5, lines 52-59). 

Regarding claim 20, Griesau discloses step (c) key comprises user activation of 
at least one of the digit buttons (via push buttons in keyboard 30, Col. 5, lines 52-59). 

Regarding claim 22, Griesau discloses step (a) comprises user activation of a 
first one of the functional buttons to cause a first one of the lights to turn on, followed by 
actuation of at least a second one of the functional buttons to cause the first light to turn 
off and a second light to turn on (via input means 12 comprising push button 40 and 
mode push buttons 50 for Initiating and selecting a mode change sequentially as 
desired, See Col. 3, lines 38-45 and Col. 4, lines 49-62; and Figures 1 and 2). 

Regarding claim 24, Griesau discloses in step (a) the lights are cause to stay on 
for a predetermined period of time (See Col. 4, lines 33-35). 

Regarding claim 25, Griesau discloses including actuating at least one functional 
button after step (c) to enable programming of another particular device (via a user may 
actuate push button cable 52 and OK/SEL push button 45 to program another device, 
Col. 5, lines 46-59). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl^ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 2, 8-9 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Griesau as applied to claims 1 , 7, 19 and 22 above, and further in view of Huang et 

al. (US 6,437,836). 

Regarding claims 2, 8 and 23, Griesau discloses the universal remote control 
includes a plurality of directional buttons (See Fig. 1), but Griesau did not specifically 
disclose the step of sequentially turning on the lights includes selectively actuating the 
directional buttons. Huang teach an extended functionally remote control system, the 
system include a plurality of directional keys to allow for backwards and forwards 
scrolling of selections (See Col. 5, lines 54-63). 

From the teachings of Huang, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the universal remote control of 
Griesau to include step of sequentially turning on the lights includes selectively 
actuating the directional buttons as taught by Huang to scroll through available 
selections, thereby making the remote control easier to operate. 

Regarding claim 9, Griesau discloses the universal remote control further 
includes a plurality of other buttons and the step of sequentially turning on the lights 
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includes actuating at least one of the other buttons prior to actuating the directional 
buttons (via actuating the device button 40, Col. 4, lines 49-58). 

3. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Griesau 
as applied to claim 7 above, and further in view of Young et al. (US 6,567,01 1). 

Regarding claim 12, Griesau did not specifically disclose the method further 
including causing one of the lights to blink after the processor has been programmed. 
Young teaches a media system and remote control device, the remote control device is 
programmable, and upon successful completion of a programming sequence, the LED 
on the remote control may be configured to blink (See the Abstract, and Col. 1 1 , lines 
10-14, and Col. 9, lines 40-45). 

From the teachings of Young, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the method of Griesau to include 
causing one of the lights to blink after the processor has been programmed as taught by 
Young to notify a user upon successful completion of a programming sequence, thereby 
providing notification. 

4. Claims 13 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Griesau as applied to claims 1 and 19-20 above, and further in view of McConnell 
et al.(US 5,872,562). 

Regarding claims 13 and 21, Griesau did not specifically disclose each of the 
device has a code associated therewith, the universal remote control includes a plurality 
of buttons and the step of programming the processor includes sequentially turning on 
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the lights by actuating at least one of the buttons to enter the code for a particular 
device. 

McConnell teaches a universal remote control transmitter with simplified device 
identification. To program the remote control to control a particular device, the user first 
activates an entry key, thereafter a key to indicate the category of the selected device, 
and thereafter two digits which together signify the manufacturer and model number. 
The keyboard output signals resulting from activation of the keys are stored in RAM in 
the microprocessor controlling the remote control transmitter's operation. The stored 
values in RAM constitute an address for the memory. Under microprocessor control, the 
data read out from memory is then applied to the transmitter driver circuit to cause the 
properly formatted device control signal to be transmitted. (See the Abstract) 

From the teachings of McConnell, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the remote control unit of 
Griesau to include each of the device has a code associated therewith, the universal 
remote control includes a plurality of buttons and the step of programming the processor 
includes sequentially turning on the lights by actuating at least one of the buttons to 
enter the code for a particular device as taught by McConnell to access data stored in 
memory to properly transmit control signals to a desired appliance. 
5. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Griesau 
(6,507,306), and further in view of Rumbolt et al. (US 4,703,359). 

Regarding claim 14, Griesau discloses a method for adapting a universal remote 
control unit to generate device command signals for controlling a selected one of a 
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plurality of devices of different categories (via the use of universal remote control unit for 
controlling the operation of a plurality of devices, See the Abstract), the universal 
remote control unit having a plurality of lights corresponding to each device category 
(via each of the plurality of mode push buttons may be having, for example, a backlit 
light-emitting diode, See Col. 3, lines 49-51) and a processor having a programming 
mode for programming the processor to control a particular device (via processor 60 
may be programmed to allow TV push button 54 to be programmed. See Col. 5, lines 
46-47); which method comprises: setting the selected device to execute an observable 
action upon receipt of a response-evoking signal (via television power on/off upon 
receipt of signal transmitted by pressing TV push button 54, See col. 5, lines 39-41); 
sequentially turning on each of the lights (via input means 12 comprising push button 40 
and mode push buttons 50 for initiating and selecting a mode change sequentially as 
desired, See Col. 3, lines 38-45 and Col. 4, lines 49-62; and Figures 1 and 2); placing 
the processor in the programming mode when the light associated with the device 
category of the particular device it is desired to program is lit (via TV push button 54 and 
OK/SEL push button 45 are pressed at the same time and held down until TV push 
button 54 illuminates indicating that processor 60 is ready to be programmed. See Col. 
5, lines 46-59) 

Griesau did not specifically disclose programming the processor to operate the 
particular device when the processor is in the programming mode by transmitting in 
sequence a plurality of response command signals each commanding the 
predetermined action until the selected device executes the observable action; and 
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terminating the programming of the processor when the device executes the observable 
action. 

Rumbolt teaches a universal remote control unit with model identification 
capability. The remote control unit responds to activation of a "identify" button by 
transmitting a sequence of command signals, each of the same command in a different 
format. Since the appliance to be controlled is turned on, it responds in a predetermined 
way (e.g. a channel change) when it receives the properly formatted command. The 
user then terminates the learn mode and a pointer denoting the address of the last 
transmitted command, i.e. the properly formatted command, is stored in the unit and 
used as part of the address for reading data for subsequent user-selected commands 
out of memory. (See the Abstract) 

From the teachings of Rumbolt, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the method of Ghesau to 
include programming the processor to operate the particular device when the processor 
is in the programming mode by transmitting in sequence a plurality of response 
command signals each commanding the predetermined action until the selected device 
executes the observable action; and terminating the programming of the processor 
when the device executes the observable action as taught by Rumbolt to program a 
remote control without entering any codes, thereby making the remote easier to 
program by alleviating the need to remember the codes. 

Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to YONG HANG JIANG whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3024. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:30 am to 6:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian A. Zimmerman can be reached on 571-272-3059. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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